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WEATHER CROPS

Precipitation fell quite generally

over the State early in the week. The
heaviest amounts were over the west and

south central with amounts generally

above one-half inch, while the east

received less than one-half inch.

Temperatures averaged about eight

degrees above normal over the entire

State.

GENERAL

Winter wheat condition was reported as

28% poor, 60% fair and 12% good. Reports
continue to be received about winter kill

and wind erosion damage. In some instances,

fields have been destroyed and planted to

other spring crops.

Alfalfa and wild hay remain in mostly

fair condition over the State. Some alfalfa

fields in all but the north central-northwest

districts reportedly are infested with army

cutworm. Spring alfalfa seeding continues.

Fieldwork activity was slowed again

this past week due to the rains over

much of the State. The moisture con-

tinued to improve the outlook of spring-

planted crops. When weather permitted

this past week, farmers were shredding

stalks, discing, applying fertilizer

and finishing small grain seeding.

According to the county agents, about

four and one-half days were suitable for
fieldwork statewide.

Topsoil moisture supplies improved

from last week and are now 23% short,

74% adequate and 3% surplus. Subsoil

moisture supplies also improved to 72%

short and 28% adequate. This compares

to 39% short for topsoil and 91% short

for subsoil a year ago at this time.

Seeding of small grains continues with

oats 60% planted compared with less than 10%

last year and barley 65% planted compared

with less than 5% a year earlier. Some

farmers are still trying to decide whether

or not to destroy poor wheat stands and

plant spring grains.

LIVESTOCK

Pasture and range feed supplies were

reportedly short in 72% of the counties

reporting. Pastures are greening up now with

the recent rains but are not yet ready for

heavy use. Calving is moving along well

with generally favorable conditions.

Precipitation, April 1 - April 9, 1976

NW NC NE CEN EC SW SC SE

Total past week ...........

Total since April i .......

Normal since April i......

.70 .40 .20 .70 .50 1.00 1.30 .90

.70 .40 1.40 i.i0 2.20 1.00 1.90 2.00

.45 .50 .66 .54 .69 .45 .54 .71
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